Review Form
	Article Number: 
JMPH-3082
	Author Name

V. Roshchina Victoria
	 

	Accept
	· Minor Revision
	Major Revision

	Reject
	Re-revision
	Poor Quality

	Title: Spectral Search of Azulene-Containing Plants as Possible New Resources for Pharmacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]General Comments from Reviewer: - The manuscript suggests a new direction with potential for further pharmaceutical development; however, additional work is necessary to bring the manuscript up to standard for publication in terms of readability, writing style, and depth of discussion.
· The use of absorbance and fluorescence analysis generates a consistent result concerning the ability of the specific plants to synthesize azulene and its production in different species. The methodological details are comprehensive, and thus replicable.
· Background knowledge is given appropriate coverage; however, the paper weakens its initial sentence by not clearly stating the research problem and the research gap. This is because it should explain why the spectral study of azulene in plants is important and unknown to pharmacology.
· The methods are described comprehensively, although a considerable number of them could use some clarification. For instance, the reasons why the cited solvents (acetone and ethanol) were selected and whether they influence azulene extraction in the way or the other. Add further information on how the spectral equipment and control were calibrated in order to maintain good reproducibility.
· The results are presented in detail, a sufficient number of tables and figures have been used. Explain the details about the ecological or pharmacological importance of azulenes to an extent not evident before. For instance, how can the findings be related to antioxidant properties of azulenes? 
· The discussion should also consider the drawbacks of the study including, species from the temperate climate and chemical interferences to the spectral readings.
· The conclusion is good, but it should also briefly point at the possible uses of these observations in pharmacology. For instance, it then became possible to consider questions associated with the application of such plants in the development of the drug, such as how they could be incorporated into drug pipelines.
The article can be published after minor revision.



